
 TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis 

Home Kit 
  Early World—WEEK 1 

Everybody needs a little TLC! 

Before you Begin: 
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are 
examples).  Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and     
Assignments), and supplies of pencil or pens. 

Start with Family Prayer 
Have everyone share and thank God for one good thing that happened to them 
this past week. 
 
Introduction to the Bible and Early World 
 
The Bible helps you to know the goodness of God and His great love for people.  
It helps you know Jesus better, that you may love Him, and follow His example 
more closely. 
 
Each book of the Bible is linked to the other books by the “narrative thread” of 
God’s plan.  We will discover that there are 14 narrative books that tell the Story 
from beginning to end, which we will study this year. 
 
From the very beginning, God taught His people to pass down the story of all He 
had done for them.  As the story continues, they refer back to past events and look 
forward to things that they have been promised.  God, in His goodness, promised 
to send a Redeemer (Jesus) to save mankind from sin.   The Bible is God’s story 
of love for all mankind. 
 
Discussion with your Family: 
There are a number of key people in Bible history.  Name your favorite person in 
the Bible. 
 

What are some things we can learn from the people and stories in the Bible? 
 

Some stories are passed down to others by grandparents.  Share a story that your 
grandparent shared with you about your family. 



+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS + 
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us 

 
 
 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
 
Feast Day: July 14 
 
Kateri Tekakwitha is called the Lily of the Mohawks. Her name Tekakwitha means “putting 
things in order.” She put her life in order in a short time. 

Kateri was a Mohawk Indian born in what is now Auriesville, New 
York, ten years after Isaac Jogues and his companions were      
martyred there. Her mother was a Christian Algonquin Indian, and 
her father was a pagan Mohawk chief. Her parents and a brother 
died of smallpox when she was only four. Kateri recovered from 
the disease, but it left her eyes weak and her face scarred. 

Anastasia, a friend of Kateri’s mother, took care of her and told her 
stories about the Christian God. When Anastasia left for Canada to 
join other Christians there, Kateri’s uncle, a Mohawk chief, took 
Kateri as his daughter. 

When Kateri’s uncle and aunts wanted her to marry, she refused. 
She felt that the Great Spirit was the only one she could love. This 
angered her uncle. 

Kateri learned more about God from a missionary and asked to be 
baptized. She was baptized on Easter Sunday. It was hard for Kateri 
to live as a Christian. Her people expected her to work in the fields 
on Sunday, the Lord’s Day. Sometimes they didn’t feed her.     
Children made fun of her and threw stones at her. Kateri endured this for two years. 

Finally a priest advised Kateri to go to Canada where she would be with other Christians. One 
day when her uncle was not home, she left for Canada with a Christian named Hot Ashes. 
When Kateri’s uncle found out she was missing, he followed her but did not catch her. 

Kateri brought with her a note from the missionary priest to a Canadian priest that said, “I send 
you a treasure, Katherine Tekakwitha. Guard her well.” Kateri lived an outstanding Christian 
life. She went to Mass daily, made frequent visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and prayed the   
rosary often. She cared for the sick and the old and taught the children. She did much penance. 

Kateri suffered from bad headaches. She was not strong and could eat very little. When she died 
at the age of twenty-four, the scars on her face disappeared and she was beautiful. Kateri’s last 
words were, “Jesus, I love you.” 

 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-kateri-tekakwitha 



GOSPEL READING 
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 15, 2017 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, "The 
kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He          
dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A 
second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my 
banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast."' 
Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest 
laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them.  The king was enraged and sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The feast 
is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come.  Go out, therefore, into the main 
roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.' The servants went out into the streets and 
gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with guests.  But when the 
king came in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. The 
king said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' But 
he was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and 
cast him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' Many are 
invited, but few are chosen."  
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/101517.cfm 

Family Connection 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that God invites all of us to his kingdom. How do we respond to 
this invitation? In theological terms, God has granted us free will to accept or reject salvation. 
The parable of the wedding feast reminds us that God desires our wholehearted acceptance of 
his invitation to salvation. 

As you gather as a family, discuss what you consider appropriate attire for various occasions. 
For example, if your family were invited to a neighbor’s barbecue, what would you wear? If 
you were planning to attend the symphony, what might you wear? If invited to an evening  
wedding, what might you wear? Discuss how our preparations for an event and our choice of 
attire indicates the importance and value we place on the occasion. In today’s Gospel Jesus uses 
this metaphor to talk about the kingdom of heaven. Read Matthew 22:1-14. Discuss why the 
guest was thrown out of the wedding feast. What does Jesus expect of those who accept his   
invitation of salvation? What would be the evidence of our conversion to God’s salvation? Pray 
together as a family that you will respond wholeheartedly to God’s invitation to salvation.   
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a
-sunday-connection 


